discontinuity, or 'Moho', failed.
The Japanese IODP vessel, the Chikyu, is already outfitted with technology to drill down some 7,000 metres into the crust, and there are plans to refit the vessel over the next three years with drilling and core-recovery technology to allow it to drill even deeper. "Japan will lead the Moho project," says Asahiko Taira, the Yokohamabased executive director of the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology, which oversees Japan's ocean-drilling operations. "It's a classic geological quest, and definitely one of our prime targets." "The journey down is equally important to the things we may find at the bottom," "This is a bitter blow to Iranian academic society, it's a scandal, " says Ali Gorji, an Iranian neuroscientist based at the University of Münster in Germany.
Transport dispute
Nature's investigation has also revealed that a paper 11 co-authored by Hamid Behbahani, Iran's minister of roads and transportation, also contains large amounts of text from earlier articles by other researchers. The paper was co-authored by Hassan Ziari, Behbahani's deputy minister, and president of the national rail company, the Islamic Republic of Iran Railways. Both authors hold positions at the IUST, while the third author, Mohammed Khabiri, was a PhD student at the time. Behbahani was also the supervisor of Ahmadinejad's PhD in transportation engineering and planning.
Much of the text and the results of their 2006 article 11 , in the journal Transport, is identical to sections from three earlier publications [12] [13] [14] . "Two of my papers were copied-and-pasted by the plagiarizing paper," says Bin Jiang, a researcher at the University of Gävle in Sweden. "This is outrageous. " "The plagiarism is obvious, " concurs Jiang's co-author, Christophe Claramunt, a scientist at the Naval Academy Research Institute in Brest, France. "We look forward to appropriate action from the editor of Transport. " Nature has attempted, without success, to contact each of the Iranian authors of all the disputed papers. However, two Iranian news websites have published a response attributed to Majid Shahravi (see http://www.tabnak.ir/ fa/pages/?cid=65586 and http://alef.ir/1388/ content/view/54040). That statement refutes any plagiarism and defends the originality of the paper in IODP rules and overall programme architecture are unlikely to undergo any substantial changes after 2013, says Rodey Batiza, section head of marine geosciences at the US National Science Foundation in Arlington, Virgina. New members will be welcome to join, but membership will not be linked to specific national drilling preferences, he says.
"We'd like to seamlessly continue drilling after 2013 with a programme designed to deliver the best science at the lowest cost," he says. "We do already have some very exciting questions that we can ask, and perhaps answer, in the next ten years."
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The United States' research vessel the JOIDES Resolution is equipped to drill down 2 kilometres into the seabed.
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"This is a bitter blow to Iranian academic society, it's a scandal."
